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amount of specie, and is supposed to be going to land it at Trinidad, or to the
east of Cienfuegos. This may be a blind, however, and the vessel may be
bound for Cienfuegos, or even Havana.

The two cruisers will be sent out to-da}^ and with the torpedo boats
following them. As soon as the Iowa is coaled she wiU follow you.

It is unnecessary for me to say that 3rou should establish a blockade at
Cienfuegos with the least possible delay, and that it should be maintained
as close as possible.

Should the Spanish vessels show themselves in that vicinity and finding
you on the lookout attempt to come around the island, whether east or west,
please send me notice by the best vessel you have for that purpose as to their
direction that I may be prepared for them at Havana.

I shall try and increase the number of light vessels at your disposal in
order that you may have them to send with messages to me in case you desire
to do so.

After I have the situation more in hand I will write you and give you
any information that suggests itself.

Very respectfully,

W. T. SAMPSON,
Rear Admiral, Comdr.-in-Chief U. S. Naval Force, N. A. Station.

In compliance with this order, the Flying Squadron, consist-
ing of the Brooklyn, Massachusetts, Texas and Scorpion, sailed
from Key West between 7 and 8 A. M., May 19th, for Cienfuegos
via the Yucatan Channel. Towards 11 A. M. the Flying Squadron
passed the Marblehead, bound east, but several miles to the north
of the course of the squadron. A small auxiliary was seen ap-
proaching the squadron, afterwards ascertained to be the Eagle,
when the Scorpion was directed to communicate with her to
avoid delaying the squadron. Lieutenant Commander Marix
reported the following information given by the Eagle:

'' Sent by Captain MeCalla from Cienfuegos to report Nash-
ville following about twenty-five miles in rear to westward.
Starboard high-pressure cylinder disabled; proceeding slowly.
Cincinnati and Vesuvius off Cape Antonio ahout fifteen miles
and to the northward. All blockading squadron has left Cien-
fuegos for Key West. No news of the SDaniards.''wing order:ana were explained,
